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Memories of Jewish Child
Refugees in Australia
MICHELE LANGFIELD
Located in the city of Melbourne, Australia, the Jewish Holocaust Museum and
Research Centre (JHC) is an important repository of memories of Jews subjected
to Nazi persecution who subsequently migrated to Australia. Among those who
found refuge in Melbourne were a small number of children who came under
organised schemes. These included 20 teenagers who sailed on the Jervis Bay in
May 1939 under the auspices of the Welfare Guardian Society and the Save the
Children Fund, and 17 children sailing on the Orama in June 1939. Some of the
Kindertransport children and adolescents also later migrated to Australia from
Great Britain. The JHC has documented their Holocaust experiences, especially
the aftermath, through its ever-expanding videotestimony collection and the
‘Shelter from the Storm’ exhibition. It becomes clear through their testimonies
that these now elderly survivors were highly traumatised through the separations
and displacements forced upon them as children.
Introduction
Approximately one and a half million children died in the Holocaust.
Yet, in spite of their extreme vulnerability, many children survived,
escaping alone or with their families. Approximately 430 were sent
to Great Britain by their parents between Hitler’s rise to power in
1933 and the violent attack on Jews in Germany, known as
Kristallnacht, on 9–10 November 1938. This event prompted the
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British government to ease entry restrictions for certain categories of
Jewish refugees and agree to issue travel documents on the basis of
groups rather than individuals.1 The British Committee for the Jews
of Germany and the Movement for the Care of Children from
Germany lobbied the government to allow an unrestricted number of
children (from infants up to 17 years of age) to enter Great Britain
from Germany and the German-occupied territories.2 Consequently,
9,354 child refugees from Germany and Austria, of whom 70 per
cent were Jewish, were part of the Kindertransport (Children’s
Transports) between December 1938 and September 1939.3 Six
thousand were guaranteed by British residents.4 It was assumed that
the children would be orphans or had lost one parent. They could not
be accompanied by parents or guardians but a few infants in the care
of older children were included. These nearly 10,000 Kindermade up
one third of approximately 30,000 unaccompanied children who
escaped the Nazis before and during the Second World War.5
Where would they go? As the situation deteriorated in Europe, it
became increasingly dangerous to be in Britain and children were
being evacuated to the country and also to former British colonies,
traditional recipients of British child migrants. Some went to
Australia. What would become of them and what kind of lives would
they lead after all this disruption and loss?
Several organisations and individuals, including Jews, Quakers and
Christians of many denominations, were involved in this unparalleled
child rescue effort. Five voluntary British-Jewish organisations were
responsible for arranging the children’s transports out of Germany.6
Small numbers of children were rescued from Poland and
Czechoslovakia by other committees and individuals in Great Britain.7
Countries other than Great Britain were much slower to react to the
growing crisis for Jews in pre-war Europe. A small, less formal scheme
known as ‘The One Thousand Children’ scheme, involving a number of
sponsoring organisations and individuals, transported approximately
1,000 unaccompanied children aged from 14 months to 16 years to the
United States between November 1934 and May 1945.
Australia too, took only a small number of young unaccompanied
children.8 These included 20 teenagers who sailed on the Jervis Bay,
arriving in Melbourne on 15 May 1939 under the auspices of the
Jewish Welfare Guardian Society (founded 1938) and the Save the
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Children Fund.9 Another 20, sponsored by the Polish Jewish Relief
Fund, arrived in Melbourne on the Oronsay, 28 May 1939. A group
of 27 travelling on the Strathallan was sponsored by the Gross-
Breesen Farm in Germany, arriving in Sydney on 19 July 1939; one
of their members was Frank (who will be discussed in detail later)
who disembarked in Melbourne a few days earlier. Seventeen arrived
on the Orama, in Melbourne on 23 July 1939, while another 15 or
16 ‘non-Aryan Christians’, nominated by the German Emergency
Fellowship Committee (Society of Friends) and sailing on the same
ship, disembarked in Sydney on 26 July 1939. A small number of the
Kindertransport children also later made their way to Australia from
Great Britain.10 Over time, Australia absorbed the highest rate of
Holocaust survivors per thousand of its population, and the vast
majority settled in the cities of Sydney and Melbourne.11 This study
will focus on the aftermath for some of the young people who
escaped to Australia through organised schemes sponsored by
voluntary organisations. Here ‘aftermath’ is interpreted broadly as
the impact of experiences of Nazi-controlled Europe before and
during the war and the Holocaust, on their later lives.
Child survivors of the Holocaust12 have recorded their experiences
in later life in the form of personal written autobiographies and
memoirs, and oral and video testimonies now held in a number of
repositories around the world. These refugees and migrants are now
very elderly people and there is a sense of urgency in relation to
capturing their experiences before it is too late. In Australia, their
stories are being brought into the public domain; the Jewish
Holocaust Centre (JHC) in Melbourne, affiliated with Yad Vashem,
Jerusalem, has played a key role in recording the testimonies of
Australian-based Holocaust survivors since 1987, first on audio tape
and since 1992 on video. The JHC testimonies now total over 1,300
and vary from two to nine hours in length. All originals are archived,
and copies are used in a variety of ways by scholars, genealogists,
students and educators. For some, the giving of testimony is a form
of therapy, for others it is a way of memorialising family members
who died, and adding to the wealth of knowledge about what
happened to individuals. If stored in publicly accessible archives they
can be used to counter the incidence of Holocaust denial and
historical revisionism.13 Every testimony is different.
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Refugee Children for Australia
In Australia the desperate pleas to rescue child refugees from Nazism
seemingly fell on deaf ears. Palmer estimates that only about a
hundred Jewish children and adolescents (40–50 under 16 years of
age) managed to overcome the immigration barriers in the 18 months
before war broke out.14 The Jewish Welfare Guardian Society
(JWGS)15 and the Save the Children Fund brought 20 German and
Austrian Jewish refugees between 15 and 17 years of age from the
Kitchener camp in England to Australia.16 They arrived in Adelaide
on the Jervis Bay on 13 May 1939 and were met by the JWGS
President, John Wars, and two JWGS executive members, Dr D.
Berman and H.J. Wittnet. The men accompanied the boys on the last
stage of their voyage to Melbourne, getting to know them and
overseeing their medical examinations.17 In Melbourne, they were
received by the Lord Mayor before leaving for a year’s course at
Dookie Agricultural College in central Victoria. They were then
allocated to selected farmers under a comprehensive plan of
guardianship devised by the society.18 The scheme included only boys,
and was run by John Wars along the lines of the Australian Big
Brother Movement, where each boy had an Australian ‘guardian’.19
Wars had met with Sir Richard Linton, founder of the Big Brother
Movement in December 1938, to discuss his intentions.20
Rudolf had a slightly different experience from the rest of the boys.
He was lucky enough to be part of the Kindertransport programme
from Germany, sponsored by his older sister Hilda who was living and
working in England. After Kristallnacht, Rudolf had been arrested in
Germany and placed in a concentration camp and could only be
released if he had emigration papers. Hilda organised a visa for him and
his brother. Like so many others before him, in his videotestimony at the
JHC in Melbourne almost 70 years later, Rudolf confides: ‘That picture
will always be in my mind. I can never forget the Bahnhof [station] in
Cologne when we left our parents; the parents had to leave all the kids
behind. When I think about it I break down, really. It’s something you
never forget.’21 The moment of parting from family members, recalled
by most of the children in their later testimonies (both oral and written),
was particularly poignant, although, as mentioned earlier, none could
have known what their futures would hold.22
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Rudolf spent six months in Dovercourt camp in England, then
sailed to Australia on the Jervis Bay, arriving in 1939 only two weeks
after the biggest bush fire Melbourne had experienced up to that
time. He was met by his guardian and taken to Wangaratta in rural
Victoria where he attended school for a year and subsequently
became a successful farmer. Many of the others joined up when war
broke out.23
Most of these boys had been carefully chosen by the German
Refugee Aid Society in London. They came from Germany, Austria,
Sudetenland and Czechoslovakia. Four of the boys were orphans
whose fathers were taken to concentration camps. They were
selected on the basis of physical and mental fitness for land
settlement. ‘Fitness’ also incorporated the contemporary notion of
racial hygiene (note the absence of Poland above) and the ability to
assimilate into the Australian population and contribute to the
country’s needs. Funds for the education and upkeep of the boys had
been raised through the Australian Welfare Society in Melbourne.
The Society had more applications from farmers than it could supply
but was hoping in the future to handle 200 refugees per year. The
Guardians were encouraged to supply clothes and books, and to
write and visit regularly.24
In addition, as mentioned earlier, there were another 20 boys
(aged 14–16) sponsored by the Polish Jewish Relief Fund, and 17
children (aged 7–12) sponsored by the Australian Jewish Welfare
Society (AJWS), formerly the German Jewish Refugees Fund. These
17 children sailed from Bremen to England on 13 June 1939, left
England on the Orama on 17 June and arrived in Melbourne on
24 July 1939. As Palmer notes, this was a meagre contribution from
a country with an extensive history of child migration, both before
and after the war. Indeed, along with the 17 child refugees on the
Orama, were 23 British children aged between 5 and 12, bound for
the Fairbridge and Lady Northcote Children’s Homes in Western
Australia and Victoria.25
On 7 December 1938, Francis Barkman, Hon. Secretary of the
AJWS, had proposed that the Executive pursue the idea of bringing
German and Austrian refugee children to Australia. On 6 February
1939, the AJWS put a proposal to the Australian government to issue
entry permits for 750 refugee children over the next three years. In
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March, the federal government approved 250 orphaned German
children each year, to be included in the 15,000 refugee permits (not
specifically Jewish) already approved on 1 December 1938 for the same
period.26 Fearing that this might lead to later family reunion applications
from parents, the government stipulated that only orphans (defined as
those with both parents dead) could be included.27 In its February
proposal, the AJWS had also used the term ‘orphans’, assuming the
children would be adopted once in Australia. Yet this was neither the
intention of the Council for German Jewry in London nor the Welfare
Department in Germany, who assumed that the circumstances of the
children would be similar to those selected for England. When it became
evident that the first group were not orphans in the Australian
understanding, the government insisted that all future children must
meet this criterion. While the AJWS continued with plans to admit
further children, numerous delays and the hurdle of the ‘orphan clause’
hampered further progress before the outbreak of war.28
The criteria for selection and the reasons why only 17 were
selected for the first group remain unclear. For the Kindertransport,
if the children had guarantors in England, they were generally
accepted. Beyond that, it was up to the Committees in Germany to
consider the level of urgency along with other factors. Applications
were so numerous that many were not even opened. The children for
Australia were selected by the Jewish Social Welfare Department and
approved by the National Organisation of German Jews. Thirteen
came from Berlin and four from provincial areas and it is probable
that their parents or schools had connections with these bodies.29
Palmer suggests several reasons for selection of these children: quick
action by their families, their age between 7 and 12, their
vulnerability particularly where fathers had disappeared or were
under threat, and their poverty or statelessness. Capacity to pay,
intelligence and family background also contributed. Character
references and proof of sound physical and mental health were
required, which all helped to create a favourable impression in
Australia so that future child refugees would be accepted.30
The particular circumstances of the Kindertransport children were
that they left their families behind, with little time to prepare for
their leaving, and without any idea of how long they would stay.
They left all that was familiar behind them and travelled to an
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unknown and alien place.31 This separation and lack of knowledge of
what was to come was especially traumatic for the children, both at
the time and in their relationships later on. Recorded individual
impressions give a sense of how the children felt about the
programme at the time of leaving Europe. Hans, who came to
Melbourne after the war, was one of the oldest who travelled to
England on the Kindertransport. His father had died soon after
Kristallnacht, leaving him a ‘half-orphan’ at the age of 17. In his 1996
videotestimony for the JHC in Melbourne, he recalls the day he left
Germany for England on 3 May 1939 with only one small suitcase
and carry-bag filled with essentials:
I’ll never forget that. It was a long train full of children
everywhere with just a few grown-ups travelling with us,
including I think the teacher who made it possible for me to get
onto the children’s transport who left the station in Berlin. All the
mothers and fathers lined the platform to say goodbye to us. It
was a very, very sad moment for the parents of course. For me I
was sad, but in some way it was also an adventure to do something
else. I was not happy leaving my mother but I thought, oh well,
maybe I’ll see her in a month’s time or whatever. One rationalises
and one said goodbye. Then we went to Holland and I’ll never
forget, the train stopped in Holland … somewhere, to go to the
Hook of Holland harbour and then by ship to London. And when
we were on that platform, the Dutch soldiers gave us lollies and
they knew we were refugee children from Germany and they were
terribly charming and lovely to us. I think we got drinks and
sweets and were spoilt and it was a wonderful experience. And
then by ship to London and I went to this private English
household … It was very exciting, it was a new country but I felt
very, very lonely and felt strange, really a mixed bag of emotions.32
These individual impressions give a sense of how the children felt
about the programme at the time of leaving Europe. Hans never saw
his mother again and his inability to save her plagued him for the rest
of his life. A matron helped him fill out an application form for his
mother to come to England but it was lost. He blamed himself for
going on a holiday camp instead of to the Immigration Department.
He remembers crying as he never had before. He was declared a
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friendly alien, interned on the Isle of Man, totally enclosed, for
almost a year, desperately unhappy but at least able to study and
pursue his cultural interests. He returned to London in 1941, studied
and worked in optometry for the duration of the war, then joined his
sister Marianne in Australia in 1949.33
Many personal testimonies, like that of Hans, reveal loneliness,
dislocation, extreme homesickness and difficult relationships with
foster parents. Hostels generally were strict and impersonal and in
foster homes, children were often exploited.34 For Hans, there have
been long-term consequences. Throughout his later life he has
suffered psychologically from obsessive compulsive disorder, feeling
uneasy in confined spaces, afraid and anxious, constantly having to
check things, and always thinking with remorse about his mother.35
Erich, 16 years old and an orthodox Jew, went to England on the
second Kindertransport on 13 December 1938, arriving in England
the following day. His parents had divorced when he was 5 years old
but he talks in his JHC testimony about his love for his stepmother
and the pain of separation from her when he left to go on the
Kindertransport. His father, who was very interested in politics, had
foreseen the outbreak of war and put his name down. When Erich
left school in 1938, his father sent him to a place where he was taught
carpentry so that he could emigrate and earn his living. Once in
England, Erich was taken to Dovercourt Camp near Harwich where
the huts were all snowed in. Soon afterwards, he sent a photograph
to his parents and they replied, admonishing him for having his hands
in his pockets. He was so angry that he never wrote back, thinking
that was all they cared about. ‘It was a shame and we wouldn’t have
been able to correspond with each other for much longer anyway but
I stopped it.’ In later years, he greatly regretted his inaction and the
estrangement he had added to separation, emphasising this incident
in his videotestimony for the JHC.36 Once the bombing started, he
was classified as a Class C Enemy Alien and arrested by the British
police. He was imprisoned in the York racecourse, guarded by
English soldiers, and later given the choice of passage on the ship
Dunera or the Isle of Man. As the queue for the Dunera, which he
had chosen, stopped just in front of him, he was interned on the Isle
of Man and ‘lived on herrings’.37 In December 1940, he was able to
join the British army and was discharged in 1946. Erich had
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promised his father that he would marry a Jewish girl and did so and
throughout his life he remained a very active conservative Jew. He
immigrated to Australia with his wife and family in 1963 and decades
later attended a Kindertransport reunion in London.38
Erich’s story is typical of about 1,000 adolescents from the
Kindertransport who were interned by British authorities on the Isle of
Man and approximately 400 who were sent to internment camps in
Australia and Canada.39 They were classified as enemy aliens, then
friendly aliens, although some like Erich later joined the British army
and fought against Germany during the war. At the end of hostilities,
many took out British citizenship. Having grown to adulthood in
England, they regarded it as their home. Some had no homes or
families in Europe to return to while others found it hard to relate to
family members from whom they had been separated during their
formative years and with whom they had difficulty communicating.
Several, like Hans and Erich, later migrated to Australia, Canada, the
United States or Israel.40
An old Federation-style mansion called Larino in the Melbourne
suburb of Balwyn was leased and renovated for the accommodation
of up to 40 children.41 It was expected that the first 17 would stay
there temporarily before being fostered out to make room for the
next group. The outbreak of war, however, brought an end to these
expectations as it did for plans to bring in further boys under the
auspices of the Welfare Guardian Society.42 Although Germany
allowed emigration until October 1941, Australian law forbade the
entry of subjects of enemy or enemy-controlled territory for the
duration of the war. Those already in Australia, irrespective of age or
political or religious affiliation, were classified as ‘enemy aliens’.43
Most of the 17 child refugees who came before the war attended the
local Balwyn State School and grew to adulthood at Larino
Children’s Home, at a time when the institutionalisation of children
in Great Britain was under critical review.
Conditions at Larino have been described in detail by Paula both
in her videotestimony for the JHC in 1996 and in an interview with
the author in 2001. Paula spent eight years there with her sister
during the war. Her mother was also in Melbourne working as a
housekeeper and they saw her briefly every fortnight. Although they
were forbidden to speak German once the war broke out, Paula did
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not regard their treatment as particularly strict; rather they were
taught to be self-sufficient.
We were the refugee children. We went twice a week … to St
Kilda shul, and if we were orthodox or not we had to go on the
tram. From Balwyn you couldn’t go to St Kilda by walking there
and some of us resented that bitterly to start off with because,
well, I for example, came from a very orthodox home where you
just don’t travel on Shabbat. And we were made to. As time goes
on you get used to it of course.44
After the war, groups of orphan child survivors came to Australia, a
small number of whom were housed at Larino, which was known after
1948 as the Frances Barkman House.45 However, it was gradually
accepted that, where foster homes or adoption were not possible, long-
term care of children should take place in family group homes with
married couples as house parents, rather than large institutions.46
In light of the general resumption of child migration after the war,
small numbers of Jewish children began to arrive again. Barry
Coldrey notes that by the end of 1949, the Jewish Welfare Guardian
Society had 67 boys in its care. By 1954, the two Jewish societies
dealing with juvenile migration amalgamated with the first group of
26 sponsored orphan child survivors arriving in Melbourne on the
Radnik on 1 February 1948. They were housed at Larino and joined
by small numbers of young men, survivors of Belsen and Buchenwald
concentration camps. The migration of Jewish child survivors to
Australia remained small after the war as most found their way to the
United States.47
Memory and Representation
Much of the background information that frames this essay is well-
known and reliant on memory. Interspersed throughout the text are
personal memories of some who were very young at the time. Their
long-term legacy has been acknowledged and preserved in a number
of ways. In a temporary exhibition at the JHC in 2006 called ‘Shelter
from the Storm: Jewish Refugees to Australia 1933–1945’, their
history was not forgotten. One panel included the following:
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Twenty children sponsored by the Polish Jewish Relief Fund in
Melbourne, arrived at Station Pier on 29 May 1939 on board the
Oronsay. They were taken to the Kadimah (Yiddish cultural
centre) in Carlton to meet their guardians. Groups of boys were
placed in boarding houses in Carlton with Jewish families. Frances
Barkman worked tirelessly with hundreds of female volunteers,
ensuring every ship that arrived in Melbourne was met. The
women offered assistance to the new immigrants, as did various
other representatives of Jewish Welfare. Aleck Katz was one of 20
boys sponsored to come to Melbourne by the Polish Jewish Relief
Fund. Aleck received agricultural training and worked for eight
months on a farm.48
Along with all its other functions, the JHC, through its oral and
videotestimony collections, acts as a repository for the precious life-
long memories of these young unaccompanied Jewish children and
adolescents who arrived in Australia before, during and after the
Second World War under organised schemes. This study concludes
with the detailed memories of one such teenager. Frank (mentioned
earlier) was born Klaus Gasiorowski in Düsseldorf, Germany, in
1920.49 His parents divorced when he was 4 years old. He and his
older brother lived with his mother until 1932 when she died
following an appendicitis operation. His father, who was an
alcoholic, died the same year. After that the brothers lived with two
families, the first for just six months, the second for several years in
Wuppertal where they did well at school and learnt to defend
themselves against antisemitic taunts. Frank’s older brother moved to
Switzerland and escaped persecution. In 1936, Frank had ambitions
of studying veterinary science at Köln University but was barred from
doing this, so returned to Wuppertal and worked sorting wool from
cotton. In July 1938, he applied for and was accepted into the
(Jewish) Gross-Breesen Agricultural Farm School in Germany.
Conditions were favourable, with about 100 boys and 20 girls from
all over Germany doing practical training for eight to ten hours each
day. The school also promoted Jewish culture. The aim was to obtain
permits to leave Germany as soon as possible and the head of the
Farm School applied to several countries where farm labourers were
in high demand. Unfortunately, all this came to an end on
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Kristallnacht. Without warning, everything at the school was smashed
by the SS (Schutzstaffel) and all those over the age of 16 (23 in total)
were arrested, transported by cattle truck, then made to walk to the
train station, constantly being whipped when their pace slackened. ‘It
was terrible’, Frank recalls. The train went to Buchenwald where they
remained from 12 November 1938 until June 1939.
In Buchenwald camp, Frank saw electrified wires and witnessed
three suicides. Long roll calls for six to eight hours led to people
collapsing and being shot. He watched the gas chambers being built,
which were referred to as ‘showers’ before he learned the truth. Lack
of food left him with stomach ulcers from which he still suffered at
the time of his videotestimony in 1995. The camp inmates were given
soup and no solids (which he claims ‘blew them up, rather than
making them thin’) and ‘something to stop our sex drive’. Eventually
the school managed to obtain a permit for the boys on condition that
they got out of Germany within seven days. Negotiations then took
place between the Farm School, the Australian Government and Sir
Samuel Cohen, founding president of the Australian Jewish Welfare
Society and Australian Fund for German Refugees, which by 1938
had placed 600 Jews in Australia where work was available.50
All 23 boys were released from Buchenwald in June 1939. Frank’s
uncle gave him and two others their passage funds to Australia. From
Buchenwald, Frank went by train to Brussels for four days to visit the
man his mother had planned to marry before her untimely death.
From Belgium he travelled with the group to Rotterdam and sailed
on the Dutch ship Slamat as far as India. They were then transferred
to the Strathallan, and arrived in Melbourne on 19 July 1939. They
described shipboard life as ‘fantastic’ and ‘such a relief ’; ‘It was
freedom’. On arrival in Australia, they were separated by the Jewish
Welfare Society: some stayed in Melbourne, others went to Sydney
while a few, including Frank and his friend Fred, went to Adelaide.
They hardly spoke English at all beyond ‘yes’ and ‘no’. Frank was
particularly assisted by activist Walter Lippmann, supporter of social
services such as interpreting for immigrants, whom he previously
knew from Alberfeld in Austria.51 Before they separated, the Society
reduced the length of their overcoats to make them less conspicuous
and changed their ‘unpronounceable’ German names by deed-poll.
Klaus, Kurt and Jankiel became Frank, Fred and Jack. In Frank’s case
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he was grateful, acknowledging that they were not appreciated in
Australia as immigrants at this time. For others, it had long-term
adverse effects on their identities and sense of selves.52
In South Australia, Frank and Fred stayed in huts for the unemployed
in Kuitpo until they both found jobs. Frank soon found work as a sole
farmhand in Yankalilla, clearing the land for the owner, feeding his
animals, making vegetable gardens and playing the violin at night to
release his pent-up anger. He also played in a band on Saturday nights,
bought a motor bike and became part of the local Jewish community.
After the two-year working period on the farm, required by his permit,
he returned to Melbourne and studied welding at the Melbourne
Technical School (now RMIT), completing a three-year course in four
months. He did various jobs such as carpet cleaning and travelling
salesman but by 1950 had settled into his own real estate business. He
was married at the Temple in Alma Road in 1942 by Rabbi Sangar, had
four children and ten grandchildren and declared in his videotestimony
that ‘the Australian people have been marvellous to me’.
Frank’s life has not been without its problems, however. In 1972,
he returned to Germany to see his aunt and uncle but his cousin
refused to give him all that belonged to him including his portion of
a family property, which left him very bitter. His stomach ulcers and
nervousness, legacies of the war years, remain with him. He
contracted polio in 1946 necessitating daily visits to the Alfred
Hospital and his change of occupation from mechanic to travelling
salesman. Like many other Holocaust survivors, for years he could
not discuss his experiences with his children, but at the time of his
JHC videotestimony, he was able to talk to them freely. For decades,
his wife had to stop him shaking from bad dreams at night and he
now believes that it was his wife who changed his life entirely and
brought it back to normal. When asked how the past affected him as
a person his response was that his experiences made him grow up
much more quickly than a normal youngster. He claims not to hate
people but rather the reverse. He believes that it was just one
particular party that caused all the trouble. He doesn’t dwell on the
past: ‘let it all stay there’. Tellingly, however, Frank’s message at the
end of his testimony is simply: ‘For the future generations I can only
say “beware”’.53 The aftermath for him incorporates an element of
cynical non-complacency.
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In conclusion, schemes to rescue Jewish child and adolescent
refugees from Nazism in other parts of the world were largely for
temporary rather than permanent migration as in Australia. They varied
in government support, size, duration and focus on religious
background or gender. The similarities included inter-denominational
support, and transnational and inter-organisational cooperation. The
main issues arising in Australia had to do with the concepts of ‘orphan’,
enemy and friendly ‘aliens’, race, citizenship and the pattern of fostering
and institutionalisation. However, these schemes were considered
successful because most children survived despite the lost worlds of
Jewish identities, cultures, languages and sense of place. More and more
life stories are being recorded at the JHC and incorporated into the
Museum in various ways. Many reveal the long-term implications for
children and adolescents who experienced displacement and loss.
Despite the extensive literature on children and adolescents who were
saved, separation from families and loved ones as we have seen in other
contexts, is one form of on-going, life-long trauma.
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